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Gift of Detail

At the tender age of 2, Anne
Weary knew what she wanted
to do in life
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— By Sandra Strong

The sun comes up as Anne Weary collects her
supplies for charcoal drawing. While some artists
would venture to their indoor studio, Anne pulls on
her boots and makes the trek into the woods behind
her home. The 10-minute walk leads her down a foot
path to a rustic, weather-worn card table and matching
metal chair. “This is my studio in nature,” Anne said,
with excitement for what the beautiful summer day
brings in way of inspiration. “I have lots of favorite
places in the woods.”
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Her inspiration comes from all aspects of the wooded area
and creek that runs the length of her 136-acre ranch in Italy.
7KHZLOGDQLPDOVWKDWÁRXULVKDURXQGKHUDVVKHFUHDWHVLQFOXGH
while-tailed deer, mountain lions, bobcats, coyotes and families
of pigs wallowing in the mud along the edge of the creek
bed. “I purchased this place because of the natural woods. I
was homesick for large oak trees,” Anne explained. “Nearly
80 percent of the land is unspoiled by man. This land is what
inspires me to draw.”
To fully comprehend the depth of Anne’s love for capturing
nature in its most untouched form, you must travel back to the
time when she was just a toddler on horseback. “I grew up on
a horse exploring the countryside in a very special place,” she
shared, remembering Casa Del Sol Ranch, the 100-acre family
farm in Garland, Texas. “The farm had a beautiful forest along
6SULQJ&UHHN7KHFUHHNZDVOLQHGZLWKPDJQLÀFHQWZKLWH
limestone cliffs.”
Anne grew to love the woods and the animals that made their
homes there. The woods were a rare hardwood forest with trees
dating back 500 years. The uncut trees, trout lilies and violets
intrigued Anne. Her goal early on was to preserve and protect
the woods and the animals she loved from vandalism. “All I ever
wanted to be was a professional artist,” she admitted. “From my
love for and experiences growing up in the woods, I came to
have a strong love for nature and animals. In fact, I much prefer
the solitude of nature and animals to people.”
As soon as her artistic aspirations were
verbalized, Anne’s parents became her strongest
supporters. Her professional training began
when she was 12, under the tutelage of
artist Olin Travis.
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